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Help Benton County 
market its opportunity 
zone to local, regional, 
and national investors.

01
Help Benton County 
organize its assets to 
have maximum 
economic and social 
impact.

02
Help Benton County 
organize stakeholders 
around the unified 
vision of inclusive 
growth.

03



Local individuals 
with capital gains

Opportunity Fund 
Managers

Philanthropies and 
individuals with a 
Benton County 

interest





https://youtu.be/QdAyuhV0F0c






Market Strengths

Diversity of industries

Continuous decrease of the 
unemployment rate by 2.7% (2019)

Strong school system 

Market proximity to the Tennessee 
River

Diverse resources 

Great place for tourism  

Quality healthcare



ThreeStar is a strategic community development program developed to assist 

communities in preparing for a better future.

It serves to promote economic and community prosperity through collaboration.

Certification is based on annual documentation of  local activity, evaluation, and 

biennial participation in coordinated local stakeholder goal and activity planning.

Read more at ThreeStar.

https://www.tn.gov/ecd/rural-development/threestar.html


Continuous decrease in unemployment -2.7% from 2015 to 
2019

Large market in the manufacturing, government, and retail 
trade industries with each holding over 600 employers.

Growing homeownership rate at 75.9% (2019)

Tennessee RiverLine Pilot Community



Bodies of water within 
and near opportunity 

zone

• Access from Tennessee 
River to Birdsong Creek 
and Eagle Creek

• Kentucky Lake

Roadways within 
opportunity zone

• Highway 641 
(North/South)

• Interstate 40
• State Highway 191
• State Highway 192
• State Highway 147

Highway 641 connects 
Benton County to 

Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Kentucky

State Highway 191
connects the area to 

Eva, Nathan Bedford 
Forrest State Park, and 

Interstate 40

Water access from major roadways
• Eva
• Bass Bay
• Harmons Creek
• Sulfur Creek
• Lick Creek 
• Beaverdam
• Cypress Creek





•Male: 20.0%
•Female: 18.3%
•Total: 19.1%

Under 18 Years Old

• Male: 57.9%
• Female: 56.1%
• Total: 57.0%

18 - 64 Years Old

• Male: 22.1%
• Female: 25.6%
• Total: 23.9%

65 Years and Over

• Male: 45.9
• Female: 48.8
• Total: 47.4

Median Age

80.9% high school 
graduate or 

higher, percent of 
persons age 25+

12.6% bachelor’s 
degree or higher, 

percent of persons 
age 25+

45.6% in civilian 
labor force, total, 

percent of 
population age 

16+

42.7% in civilian 
labor force, 

female, percent of 
population age 

16+

23.3 minutes 
mean travel time 
to work, workers 

age 16+

$33,125 median 
household income 

(2018 dollars)

$23,141 per capita 
income past 12 
months (2018 

dollars)

2014-2018 data



6,700+ total labor force

Certified Work Ready Community

Tennessee Promise and Tennessee 
Reconnect programs to increase college 
degrees and certifications

Recipient of  Rural Initiative Funding 
Opportunity Announcement for $40k 
workforce expansion efforts





https://www.tnriverline.org/new/visionvideo
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Household Income6,786 households

2.35 persons per 
household

74.1% of 
households have a 

computer

60.1% of 
households have a 

broadband Internet 
subscription



9,172 housing units, July 2019

75.9% owner-occupied housing unit rate

92.5% living in the same house 1 year ago, percent of persons 
age 1+

$33,125 median household income

$85,800 median value of owner-occupied housing units

$883 median selected monthly owner costs with mortgage

$348 median selected monthly owner costs without mortgage

$633 median gross rent

(2014-2018)





Property Taxes

County Property Tax $2.73

State Property Tax: None

Assessment Ratios:

Residential Property 25%

Farm Property: 25%

Commercial/ Industrial 
Property 40%

Public Utility Property 55%

Business Personal Property 30%

State Taxes

State Income Tax on Wages: None

State Income Tax: Interest from 
Bonds and Notes and Dividends 
from Stock: 1% (Hall Income 
Tax is fully repealed after 
January 1, 2021)

State Excise Tax: 6.5% of  TN 
taxable income

State Franchise Tax: 0.25% of  the 
greater of  net worth or real and 
tangible property in Tennessee 
(minimum tax $100)

State Unemployment Insurance 
Tax: 2.7% of  the first $7,000 in 
wages for new employers

Sales Taxes

State Sales Tax Rate 7.00%

County Sales Tax Rate 2.75%

Local Sales Tax Collections 
(FY2017) $3,619,308

Local Sales Tax Collections 
(FY2018) $3,891,162

Local Sales Tax Collections 
Growth (FY2017-FY2018) 7.5%



Deferral of capital gains that would otherwise 
be due on the sale of appreciated stock. The 
deferral reduces the net present value of the 
investor’s capital gains tax liability.

A future reduction of 10 to 15 percent of the 
capital gains tax liability if the investment is 
held by the taxpayer for five to seven years.

Permanent exclusion of capital gains earned on 
the appreciation of the opportunity zone 
investment for investments held for at least 10 
years.





870 employees
36 establishments

$52,294 annual average wages
Government

712 employees
21 establishments

$42,473 annual average wages 
Manufacturing

626 employees
55 establishments

$28,665 annual average wages
Retail Trade

410 employees
29 establishments

$12,662 annual average wages
Accommodation and Food Services

403 employees
31 establishments

$36,112 annual average wages 
Health Care and Social Assistance



Benton 
County 

Board of 
Education

Estimated 350 
individuals in 

Camden

Walmart 
Store #738

Estimated 230 
individuals in 

Camden

Jones Plastic 
& 

Engineering 
Corporation

Estimated 222 
individuals in 

Camden

World leader in 
plastic injection 

molding with 4.5M 
expansion to meet 
increasing demand

Located in Benton 
County to be in 

automotive 
corridor of the 
Southern U.S.

Carhartt, 
Inc.

Estimated 143 
individuals in 

Camden

National apparel 
company with 

85,000 sf 
manufacturing 

facility

Recent completion 
of shipping docks 

to enhance logistics 
and shipping 

North Forty 
Truckstop, 

Inc.

Estimated 135 
individuals

$14 million 
investment at Exit 

126 in 2020

Dunbarton 
Door and 

Entry

Chose Benton 
County because of 
its central location 

and room for 
expansion

Dunbarton Doors 
can be found at 

Suntrust Park and 
the Apple Complex 

Buildings



Total employer establishments, 2018298

Total employment, 20183,271

Total annual payroll, 2018 ($1,000)$96,849

Total employment, percent change, 2017-2018-3.3%

Total non-employer establishments, 20181,031

















mailto:mayor@bentoncountytn.gov














https://www.tnriverline.org/new/visionvideo


mayor@bentoncountytn.gov
(731) 584-6011

Benton County Mayor

https://bentoncountycamden.com/contact-us
(731) 584-8395

Benton County/Camden Chamber of  
Commerce

mailto:mayor@bentoncountytn.gov
https://bentoncountycamden.com/contact-us
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